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Chinese Modernization:
New Opportunities for the World

REIAN EREHLE

Keynote Speech at the Opening Ceremony of the Lanting Forum
on Chinese Modernization and the World
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Qin Gang, State Councilor and Foreign Minister
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Shanghai, April 21, 2023
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Your Excellency Secretary Chen Jining,
President Wu Hailong,

Diplomatic Envoys,

Distinguished Guests,

Friends,

Good morning. I am very pleased to join you at the Meet-
the-World Lounge by the Huangpu River. This is the first Lant-
ing Forum event in Shanghai. My heartfelt appreciation goes to
Secretary Chen Jining and the Shanghai municipal government
for your strong support.

Shanghai is the right place for our Forum themed “Chinese
Modernization and the World”. As is often said, you should
go to Shanghai if you want to know about the last 100 years
of China. A little over a century ago, the Communist Party of
China (CPC) started its journey from here. Since then, Shanghai
has witnessed not only the vicissitudes of the Chinese nation,
but also the profound transformation across the country. The old
Shanghai, dominated by foreign powers, is a forerunner today
in China’s reform and opening-up. A bustling and prosperous
metropolis has risen from devastation since 1949. As China’s
biggest economic and innovation powerhouse and a trading and
shipping hub of the world, Shanghai is leading the trends of our
times and development. It is a shining hallmark of the Chinese
path to modernization.

Friends,

A towering tree grows from its roots, and a long river flows
from its source. Likewise, our success in Chinese moderniza-
tion was not handed down from the heaven or just emerged
by itself. It has been attained step by step through determined,
painstaking efforts of the Chinese people under the leadership
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of the CPC always staying true to its founding mission. Chinese
modernization is deeply rooted in Chinese history, practices and
philosophies.

Chinese modernization is the natural choice of China’s
100-year-long quest for development. Modernization for
China has been a journey of hardship and perseverance, anguish
and glory, honor and dreams. During modern times, countless
patriots looked to the West for a formula of modernization to
save the nation, but they all failed. It was not until the birth of
the CPC in 1921 that China found the pillar and guidance for its
modernization. It is under the CPC’s strong leadership that we
have embarked on the great journey of independently building
a modern country. We have turned China from an impoverished
and backward land into the world’s second largest economy, top
trader in goods, biggest holder of foreign exchange reserves,
and biggest manufacturer. We have put in place the world’s
largest compulsory education system, social security system,
and medical and health system. China has realized, in a short
span of several decades, industrialization that had taken devel-
oped countries several centuries. We have caught up with the
times in great strides.

Chinese modernization is the natural requirement for pro-
moting national rejuvenation on all fronts. As of the 18th CPC
National Congress, under the strong leadership of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, the “ac-
celeration button” was pressed in China’s modernization drive.
The two major miracles —fast economic development and long-
term social stability —continued. Absolute poverty was eradi-
cated. A moderately prosperous society in all respects became
a reality. With this, the First Centenary Goal was realized. The
Chinese nation has achieved a great transformation from stand-
ing up and growing prosperous to becoming strong. National
rejuvenation is now on an irreversible course. At the National
People’s Congress (NPC) and the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) sessions last month, General
Secretary Xi Jinping was again unanimously elected President
of the People’s Republic of China. It was a choice by history
and by the people. With the conviction and responsibility of
“serving the people selflessly”, President Xi Jinping is steering
Chinese modernization forward and leading us in marching on
the right path toward a better future.

Chinese modernization is a natural outcome of the laws
governing human development. Modernization is a common
cause of all humanity. Although the West enjoyed the fruits of
modernization ahead of others, history will not end there. As
early as 140 years ago, Karl Marx envisioned crossing the Cau-
dine Forks of capitalism, providing a solid theoretical basis for a
path of modernization different from that of the West. Through
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the past 100 years and more, China has found by itself a path
to modernization, and created a new form of human advance-
ment. Ample facts have proved that there is no fixed model of,
or single solution to, modernization. Any country can achieve
modernization, as long as the path suits its conditions and an-
swers the need of its people for development. On the contrary,
mechanically copying ill-fitted foreign models is counter-
productive, and may even lead to catastrophic consequences.

Friends,

As a Chinese saying goes, “A just cause should be pursued
for the common good.” As the biggest developing country,
China always keeps in mind the greater good of the whole
world. The Chinese path to modernization is not a one-flower
show, still less for self-interest. It is a path toward development
of China, through which more positive energy will be added to
global peace and new opportunities created for global develop-
ment. Here is what I believe:

The modernization of China with such a huge popula-
tion will be a stronger boost for global economic recov-
ery. Over the past 40-plus years since reform and opening-up,
the Chinese Government has lifted over 800 million people
out of poverty, and enlarged the middle-income group to over
400 million people. Today, China is the main trading partner
of over 140 countries and regions, making $320 million direct
investment around the world each day and attracting over 3,000
foreign businesses every month. Over the past decade, China
has contributed more to global growth than all the G7 countries
combined.

With over 1.4 billion people on course toward moderniza-
tion, a number larger than the combined population of all de-
veloped countries, China will give a much stronger impetus for
the global economy. The China Development Forum and the
Boao Forum for Asia, which were successfully held last month,
attracted many political and business leaders from around the
world. The most repeated call we heard was to seize the new
opportunities that will come along with China’s high-quality
development and high-standard opening-up. The Number One
unanimous view was to reject decoupling and move forward
with China.

The modernization of China with common prosperity
for all will open up a broader path to the common develop-
ment of all countries. Modernization should not make the rich
richer and the poor poorer. Nor should it serve the interests of
only a few countries or individuals. Common prosperity for
the whole world requires the development of all countries. The
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the Global Development
Initiative (GDI) are public goods that China offers to the inter-
national community. They are also open platforms for pursuing

BEIJING REVIEW NO.28 JULY 13, 2023

DOCUMENT / X %

ARACH BRI T B EM. —H2F
k., PEEE HELEAE T FPEIA
LB, 61 7T ARSCHIHIE S, L
R, B FF B B ER R, F R Hik
B, REfFeAIEN. ANTARNK
J&, ALTEZHS LIS 5, H
SR, H HEIOSREE, AR,
EEATRESBUOENIE R

BALA,

KREZAT, RTFAR ENHR LR
MRS, HEIRZIINRT, A2
BRUARN TIOF AR, RN T AR
SE7, MR A B KIRIER, N FR
FHEANELZ LR, ARRE RN REZHL
. HMIF,

—PMAOMEEXHRRKL, LiFHEHK
ZFEHEINEBIHEE. LETTHA0ZF
k., HEBUFIECEZ NEBAR, k42 A
BNFPEERNRR R ARIYHE, BERCN140%
PEFAHX BRIk, BRA321LE
JUrP E EESTGE R, A A 4300025250
T E S TE . ERAE, PEXEREK
H sk -t FE SR A A

BEHE14H22 NOBEEBABALL, XA
LR B REEZ A DEM, E 2R
R ATHRAE R RS . LA, PR
RIS AR A2, I
31T R B R A EBBRA L. EXE, &
A1 2 55 22 1 75 5 i A2 BB U [ e B e i
=Y S DA VISIN GiE VR Tb T
—EHIL R SO SR E B, IS
AT

— T EFARLEEHRMHAKL, LiIEH
EELARLZRAFE ABKE. EAOE. 5
HERGARIUM, W PEER PR



